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Abstract

North Korean Approach to the United States
in the Early 1970s: Focused on Activities of the

American-Korean Friendship Information

Center(AKFIC)

Kim, Chajun(Chosun University)

North Korea’s collaborators in foreign countries were crucial support
forces concerning development of diplomatic relation with North Korea,
anti-Americanism’s solidification, spread of Juche Ideolsgy, reunification
policy, diplomacy competition against South Korea. These supporting
ways were also applied to North Korea’s diplomacy toward the United
States. The Communist Party of U.S.A.(CPUSA) was a representative
supporter in the United States. In 1970s, North Korea promoted access
to the United States with diversified methods. In a part of the methods
to access, Worker’s Party of North Korea organized a propaganda
apparatus by the name of the American-Korean Friendship Information
Center(AKFIC) in cooperation with CPUSA in New York. AKFIC would

like to change the United States’s policy toward the Korean peninsula.
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To this end, this organization put pressure on withdraw of the United
States Armed forces from South Korea. AKFIC used not only
propaganda forms but also methods of public diplomacy. In upper level
of politics, but North Korea access to the United States was not going
smoothly, thus AKFIC’s support activities for North Korea were
politically important elements. But there were important restrictions
about these activities. They had trouble raising funds, so their activities
were not able to continue. Also their influence upon people was limited
because the American people were little interest in Korean problems.
Propaganda activities overly focused on political issues with a short term
approach to the United States. Due to these reasons, AKFIC failed to
find new orientation of diplomatic policy toward the United States in
the long term. Although their activities disappeared after 1976, North
Korea’s diplomatic approach toward the United States by using

pro-North Korea groups has been continued.
Keywords: American-Korean Friendship Information Center(AKFIC),

North Korea-U.S. relations, public diplomacy, Communist

Party of U.S.A.(CPUSA), US-China detente
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